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Hans-Martin Sass, Honorary Professor of Philosophy (Ruhr University, Bochum,
Germany). Founder and board member of the Centre for Medical Ethics (CME),
Bochum, Germany. Honorary Senior Research Fellow at Kennedy Institute of Ethics
at Georgetown University, Washington, DC. Honorary Professor of the Bioethics
Research Centre, Beijing. He has written more than 60 books and pamphlets, more
than 250 articles in professional journals. Editor of the Ethik in der Praxis/ Practical
ethics, Muenster: Lit. Founder and co-editor of the brochures “Medizinethische
Materialien’, Bochum: ZME. He has lectured in Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria,
Brazil, Canada, Croatia, the Chech Republic, India, Iran, Israel, Italy, Japan, France,
the Netherlands, the Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Russia, Spain, Switzerland and
Taiwan. The interview devoted to exposition of the concept of bioethics in America
and Germany, as well as the professor’s attitude to the idea of the integrative concept
of bioethics. The concept of integrative bioethics has been developed in different
countries, a component of this concept is the idea of the need for discussion on
bioethics in various sectors of society (not only medical). Equally important in this
concept are the definitions of bioethics and the bioethical imperative proposed by
Fritz Jahr in 1926. The scientist's article, which was discovered in 1997, contains
a new format of bioethical ideas, as well as a valuable opportunity to enhance
understanding the term of bioethics as an integrative science. Interview has been
conducted by Hanna Hubenko as a part of the joint international course «Integrative
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Bioethics». At the meeting it was discussed the experience of cooperation and
plans for the future. Cooperation and feedback between scientists remains an
unconditional prerogative, also in a pandemic situation (to be continued).

Key words: bio-ethics, integrative bioethics, culture, transdisciplinary
interaction.

HH: You have been called the founder of Integrated Bioethics. Can you
tell me about the cooperation with other research groups; how had this
all been?

HMS: I came to Bio-ethics relative late in my professional life. After high
school graduation I studied literature, philosophy, and geography in order to
become a teacher. One of my early teaching projects was related to fables. I
used fables from Aesop and others, also made up my own animal stories to
elicit responses from pupils in elementary school and kindergarten in the age
group of 4 to 7 years. It was fascinating to recognize the philosophical and
narrative capacity of these young kids. I later used a similar method when
teaching medical ethics at the Bochum university: At the beginning of each
class I told a ‘story’, which was somewhat related to the topic of the day. But
I never did interpret the story or made reference to it. So, I let everyone have
her or his own opinions; but I was aware that the students discussed among
themselves.

HH: Since when did you got involved with integrative bioethics?

HMS: In my philosophy classes at Bochum University, [ always tried to con-
nect real issues to epistemological and logical ones in particular to actual or
previous political ones. Being in close contact with medical professors and
mine and mine students’ interest in practical anatomy studies; I developed a
small series of lectures for students of all faculties. When I was called to teach
at Georgetown University in Washington DC, my assignment as a European
scholar was to teach Hegel and Marx, and here came into contact with other
professors such as Bob Veatch and Edmund Pellegrino who were instrumen-
tal to develop medical ethics, which what was only later called bioethics. I
worked on Advance Directives and issues of brain-death, and the right to die.
[ also worked and published in China on medical ethics.

Just a village and a city are more than houses and acres, streets and shops,
so is bios integrated in more than one ways. And the coherence of the village
depends on a multitude of integrated factors, too many to list them all. But
there are risks to integrative life, fun, happiness, and stability, - i.e. bioethics
and biopolitics. In a lecture at the European Society for Arts and Sciences last
year I also list a number of adverse modern risks which threaten the integra-
tion and coherence of individual bodies within collective or political bodies
[Sass, H.-M. 2020]. I just mention five modern risks, which were not there 500
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or even 50 years ago: 1. The world is very integrated and pandemics travel
around the globe;

2. Electricity is essential for modern life, nothings goes without it, heat-
ing, lighting, telephone, television; we don’t need an atomic bomb to destroy
our integrated political bodies, just sabotage of the electric grid or individual
businesses such as hospitals, governments etc;

3. Big national and international distribution centers such as supermar-
kets are more vulnerable than the product of a farmer next door or the village
merchant;

4. The internet is wider than the bios of a village, just religions in the past,
the fascinating contents and interactions are in competition with the village
neighborhood, I might forget my geographical home and live just in my digital
home;

5. I might mix up integrated biotopes in geography and cyberspace.

HH: How can we understand the term ‘bioethics? How do you under-
stand it?

HMS: The term Bioethics was first used by Fritz Jahr, a protestant teacher
in Halle an der Saale who in 1926 in an article in ‘Die Mittelschule’ proposed
the «Bio-ethical Imperative: Respect every Living Being in general as an end
in itself and treat it, if possible, as such». In 1927 he published a similar ar-
ticle in the very widely read «Kosmos» journal. This term bioethics was new
and encompassed philosophy, ethics, and public policy of health care matters.
However, we still used the term medical ethics, so [ did in my publications in
the USA, China and Japan. But, after reading by accident Jahr’s articles about
Bio-ethics, I mentioned it in a conference in Ziirich, and published a small Ger-
man brochure «Fritz Jahr’s Bioethischer Imperativ» (Bochum 2007) and an
English article «Fritz Jahr’s Concept of Bioethics» (Kennedy Institute of Ethics
Journal 17, 2007). Since then I and most authors in medical ethics use the
term bioethics. The term bioethics had been used 1970, without knowledge
of Jahr’s writings by Van Rensellaer Potter, an oncology researcher in Madison
Wisconsin ‘to emphasize the two most important ingrediencies in achieving
the new wisdom that it so desperately needed: biological knowledge, human
values.

HH: Is the concept and vision of bioethics the same in all cultures?

HMS: The vision of respect for all living being is much older than the ter-
minology. In the Upanishads, 2500 years ago, the slogan ‘tat tvam asi - this is
also you), i.e. the Godly cosmos, the plant, the animal, the fellow and maybe
suffering human, these are all connected. Respect and even sacrifice are ex-
pected from each and every one of us. Just as Buddha in one of his former lives
recognized a hungry tigress with her hungry babies and offered himself for
her food. We find in all religions the respect for life and for other people. The
0ld Testament summarizes the hundreds of religious rules in one major rule
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‘love God and your fellow human as yourself’, Jesus and St Paul had precisely
the same teaching despite many differences in religious schools and churches,
then and now.

HH: You are the founder and the member of the Center for Medical
Ethics in Bochum, where I enjoyed to be studying in 2015 with your sup-
port. How is the Center now?

HMS: The Center in Bochum was closed 3 years ago. Its tradition continu-
ous in the ‘Center for Applied Ethics, Zentrum fuer angewandte Ethik’ in Er-
furt, Germany, under leadership of Dr Arnd May, who had been at Bochum
before. The Center for Applied Ethics, according to their website, consults
primarily in person-to-person communication for Advance Directives and
teaches a variety of experts supporting patients and their families.

HH: How do judge the expansion of bioethics beyond the field of med-
ical ethics? And what about areas of urban bioethics, feminist bioethics,
global bioethics? Why are we witnessing these developments?

HMS: Cities and houses are not just stones and houses, the live as humans
live, enjoy, suffer and compete. It is a natural development when sciences,
practices, and cultures grow as the demands and practices require. [ am very
much in favor of these developments.

HH: Are there critical voices towards Bioethics? Who is a bioethicist?
Who should be entitled to teach bioethics?

HMS: There might be some schools of bioethics which are inflexible in
methods and tactics and these should be criticized from a practical point of
view. Any woman or man can be a ‘bioethics’, it does not depend on a regulat-
ed curriculum of studies. Practice and practical wisdom are more important.
As a practical and goal-oriented craft everyone can be teacher of bioethics and
in bioethics.

HH: During the Covid Pandemic you have invited scientists all over
the world to discuss the actual situation? What are they discussing?

HMS: With my colleague Martin Woesler in Bochum and Hunan Normal
University in China,  have collected 18 articles in German ‘Medizin und Ethik
in Zeiten von Corona’ and 38 articles in English ‘Medicine and Ethics in Times
of Corona’ from authors all over the world. You, Hanna Hubenko, contributed
to both volumes. Topics include triage, clinical committees and public health
strategies, cultural differences in approaching health care issues and pan-
demics, personal responsibility and authors come from all continents. These
two books are just published by Lit Publishers in Muenster, Germany, and in
Zirich, Switzerland. The detailed discussion of these books would require an-
other book! Both books are delivered to the authors right now and the discus-
sion will start soon in the media and also in many related academic fields.
Dear Hanna Hubenko, thank you for being an author in both books and thank
you also for this interview!
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I'anHa T'y6enko. InTepB’'10o 3 npodecopom ¢inocodii MaHcom-MapTiHOM
3accom. 15-18 aucmonada 2020 poKy

['aHc-Maprtin 3acc, [loyecuuit npodecop dpinocodii (Pypcbkuit YHiBepcuTer,
BoxyM, HiMmeuunHa). 3acCHOBHUK i usieH npaBiiHHsA LleHTpy MeanyHoi eTHKH, Bo-
xyM, HiMmeuunHa. [louecHU# cTapuinii HAyKOBUM cHiBpo6iTHUK [HCcTUTYTY KeH-
Heni >KopKTayHCbKUN YHiBepcuTeT, BalmnHrToH, oKpyr Kosymo6is. [TouecHU
npodecop HAYKOBO-AOCIiTHOTO eHTPy 6ioeTukwy, [lekiH. Bin HanucaB Gisble
60 xHur i 6pouyp, 6inbine 250 cTtaTeil y ¢paxoBux KypHasiax. PemgakTop cepil
Ethik in der Praxis / Practical ethics, Muenster: Lit, 3acHOBHUK Ta clliBpeJJaKTOp
6pomyp «Medizinethische Materialien», boxym: ZME. YuTaB Jiek1ii B ApreHTHHi,
Agcrpii, Benbrii, Bosrapii, Bpasuuii, Kanazi, Kurai, Xopsarii, Yexii, [nzii, IpaHi,
[3paini, [Tanii, Anonii, ®panuii, Hinepaanaax, ®ininninax, [Moasu, [TopTyranii,
Pocii, Icnanii, llIBefinapii, TafiBaHi. [HTepB’'t0 MpUCBsIYeHE BUCBITIIEHHIO TOHSTTS
6ioeTuku B AMepuii Ta HiMmeyuuHi, Takox cTaBJjieHHI0 podecopa o ifel iHTe-
rpaTuBHOI KoHuenii 6ioeTuku. KoHuenis iHTerpaTuBHOI 6i0€TUKH OTpHUMa-
Jla pO3BUTOK y Pi3HUX KpaiHaX, CKJIaZ0BOI0 JaHOl KOHLeNLil € ifies npo Heob-
XiAHICTb AUCKYCIl 3 MUTaHb 6i0ETHUKHU B Pi3HUX cdepax CycHiibCTBa (He TUIbKU
MeaW4Hi#). He MeHII BaXKJIMBUMM Y 1[ill KOHIeNIii € MOHATTS 6ioeTUKU Ta 6io-
eTUYHOT0 iMIepaTHuBy, 3anponoHoBaHi pitnem Apom (1926). OnpuirogHeHa B
1997 poui cTaTTs BUeHOro MicTH/Ia HOBUM dopMaT GiOeTUUHHX ifled, a TaK0oXK
MOXXJTUBICTb PO3yMiHHSI 6i0€TUKH SIK iHTerpaTuBHOI HayKu. [HTepB’'I0 MpoBesa
anHa ['y6eHKO B paMKax CIiJIbHOTO Mi>XHapoJHOTO Kypcy «IHTerpaTuBHa 6ioe-
TUKa». Ha nporopiyHiii 3ycTpidi, 6y;10 06roBOpeHo J0CBi/ B3aEMO/II Ta MJIaHU HA
MalbyTHE. BesyMOBHO0 MpeporaTUBolo, y CUTYyallii 3 NaH/eMi€l0, 3aUIIAETHCSA
cniBmparls Ta 3BOPOTHIHN 3B’1I30K MiXK BUeHUMHU (#aJti 6yze).

Kawuosi cnoea: 6ioemuka, inmespamugHa 6ioemuka, Kys1bmypa, mpaHcouc-
yunaiHapHa 83a€mModisi.
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TFanc-Maprin 3acc, PhD, noyecHuit npodecop Pypcbkoro yHiBepcuteTy, bo-
xyM, HimeuuunHa, /lxxopaxxTayHcbKuid yHiBepcuTeT, BaminHrToH, okpyr Kosaym-
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HUH Kostepxk [lekiHcbKOTO coto3y Ta YHiBepcuTeTy XKenbMiHa, [lekin, Kutai
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