
ISSN 2309-1606. Філософія освіти. Philosophy of Education. 2020. 26 (1) ISSN 2309-1606. Філософія освіти. Philosophy of Education. 2020. 26 (1)352 353

Sergiy Kurbatov. A Man with a Lamp

353

Sergiy Kurbatov. A Man with a Lamp (For the 90th Anniversary of Ukrainian Philosopher 
Serhiy Krymskiy (1930-2010))

Філософія, наука, освіта очима корифеїв польського раціоналізму (Наукове життя)

352

and Spirit create the miracle of human wisdom and are looking for the rel-
evant words for it.  Serhiy Krymskiy was always ready to open to external 
observers this sacred “internal kitchen” of philosophy. And it was so exciting 
“to read” this person and to compare these readings with impressions from 
his texts. It is important that these texts usually are not only rational and logi-
cal, but also poetical and mystical, and such specific cultural “spices” make the 
academic texts of Serhiy Krymskiy multi-dimensional and alive. 

Serhiy Krymskiy liked to travel through time and space in his philosophi-
cal meditations. In a spatial sense the main destination and point of eternal 
returning for him was Kyiv as a material representation of Ukrainian culture 
and Eastern Slavonic spirituality. Being originally from Bakhmut, Donetsk re-
gion, Serhiy Krymskiy came to Kyiv at the end of World War II and stayed 
here up to his death. His life was like a symbolic travelling through Kyiv with 
the special stops at difference “places of memory”, like St Sophia Cathedral or 
Volodymyrska Hill, Andriyivskyy Descent or a sundial near Kyiv-Mohyla Acad-
emy, the building of Institute of Philosophy of National Academy of Sciences 
of Ukraine or Taras Shevchenko Park. In temporal sense Professor Krymskiy 
was looking for the roots and spiritual sources of our culture and preferred 
to turn his mind to the times of Kievan Rus’ and his favorite Baroque period 
of Ukrainian history.  He tried to maintain the continuation of Ukrainian his-
tory and its substantial unity. During these temporal and spatial pilgrimages 
Serhiy Krymskiy was an excellent guide and profound writer of texts, which 
are reflected unpredictable trajectories of his deep and original thoughts.  The 
philosophical light of these texts continue to remain resonate with us, creat-
ing bright Ukrainian future. 

The author expresses his gratitude for support with editing of this text to 
David Schmidt (Fairfield University, USA) and Greg Simons (Uppsala University, 
Sweden).

Есе Сергія Курбатова «Людина з ліхтарем» присвячене 90-річчю з Дня 
Народження та 10-річчю з дня смерті видатного українського філософа 
Сергія Борисовича Кримського (1930-2010) та містить авторські реф-
лексії стосовно життя та творчості цієї непересічної особистості. 

Эссе Сергея Курбатова «Человек с фонарём» посвящено 90-летию 
со Дня Рождения и 10-летию со дня смерти выдающегося украинского 
философа Сергея Борисовича Крымского (1930-2010), и содержит автор-
ские рефлексии относительно жизни и творчества этой незаурядной 
личности.

A Man with a Lamp
(For the 90th Anniversary of Ukrainian 
Philosopher Serhiy Krymskiy (1930-2010))

Sergiy Kurbatov
Institute of Higher Education, National Academy of 
Educational Sciences of Ukraine

One of the most famous stories, connected 
with Diogenes is about his search for honest man 
– with a lamp during daytime. Perhaps, the light 
of this lamp is an analogy of philosophy, which is intended to bring a kind 
of light to our everyday life by opening the new dimensions and senses of 
it? Maybe, due to this light, the philosopher changes other peoples, societies, 
states and cultures?  These are just a few from a long chain of possible ques-
tions regarding the miraculous presence of the true philosopher – and phi-
losophy per se. Since Socrates’s time philosophy has traditionally provided 
more questions than answers – and this is a kind of destiny for this area of 
knowledge with its specific texts. 

During the millenniums of the history of philosophical thought, we could 
identify hundreds of such texts. They allow us to open the paradoxical trajec-
tories of wisdom both in internal and external worlds, but, as the texts, they 
are stable, closed, self-identical. So, for everybody, who likes to think, a real 
existential luxury is a meeting with a real philosopher. Later, such a meeting 
could be transformed into an open space for the mutual search for the nature 
of good and evil, sense of life and death and discussions regarding other eter-
nal, philosophical questions. If we try to explain this experience metaphori-
cally, it is like a difference between reading about beautiful sea coast and the 
direct observation of it. 

I was lucky to meet such a philosopher and remember very well my first 
meeting with Professor Serhiy Krymskiy, his shining eyes and a charismatic 
dialogue we had. We discussed historical time and its influence on creative 
process – the object of my research in PhD dissertation. The topic was so in-
spirational that we forget about time, speaking about it. Maybe, such passion-
ate dialogue represents an essence of philosophy as the kingdom of “cogito” in 
its pure manifestation? Perhaps those, who attended the lectures of Professor 
Krymskiy at National University of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy” or at the Center 
for Humanitarian Education of National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine re-
member this situation as a particular moment of philosophical truth, a kind of 
revelation and “baptizing” into true and alive philosophy, where the Thought 
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