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MATRIX EFFECT IN SOCIAL
PHILOSOPHY RESEARCHES

The paper is devoted to examine the
analytic tools for understanding the social and
cultural processes. To analyze the influence of
the social and cultural environment on some
fixed economic, administrative, statebuilding,
educational, informational and communicative
process the notion of the matrix effect is intro-
duced. It is defined as «imprinting», when the
well-known political, civil, economic, educa-
tional and other institutions under the influence of introduced form outside ob-
tain a certain form. Three types of the matrix effect (the family pattern, the ship
pattern, and the sport pattern) were depicted as they represent the most common
patterns of the social organization. The matrix is perceived not only as a form,
but also as a pattern of certain kind of mass activity, and the symbol of existing
institutions on individual daily level. The methodological possibilities of specif-
ic matrix mode of the social philosophy researches are examined. A necessity to
utilize the matrix effect for describing the multidimensional phenomena such as
society was highlighted.

Keywords: matrix effect, social and cultural matrix, family, ship, sport, pat-
tern, imprinting, social philosophy researches, social and cultural environment.

There is a deep analogy between the development of natural and social
processes as both of them take place in a certain environment. Scientists have
agreed long time ago that the environment should be taken into account. Such
phenomena as chemical reaction, the velocity of light and sound, the forms of
plants, and behavior reactions of organism are described with a special empha-
sis on environment.

The things unfold in opposite way in the social science with a rare excep-
tion. For example, Ukrainian society demonstrates today the huge gap between
proclaimed goals and real situation in all spheres of life. An indifferent observer
may think that there is a tremendous mystification. In fact it means that histor-
ical environment has been taken “out of the brackets” of economic and politi-
cal programs. Meanwhile the reforming activities do not represent a variety of
political and legal ones, but a kind of more global social and cultural activity.
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European market economy and state institutions required the formation of cor-
responding type of psychology, mentality, mass legal consciousness, a certain
type of individual, schemes of civil relations, etc.

O. Spengler in his 2™ volume of Decline of the West mentioned a phenome-
non of Historical Pseudomorphoses. The metaphor from mineralogy is used for
its explanation:

“In a rock-stratum are embedded crystals of a mineral. Clefts and cracks
occur, water filters in, and the crystals are gradually washed out so that in due
course only their hollow mould remains. Then come volcanic outbursts which
explode the mountain; molten masses pour in, stiffen, and crystallize... But
these are not free to do so in their own special forms. They must fill up the spac-
es that they find available. Thus there arise distorted forms, crystals whose inner
structure contradicts their external shape...” [Spengler, 1928, p.189].

O. Spengler examined the similar process in cultural sphere. This metaphor
is very useful for understanding the societal processes.

The purpose of this paper is to examine the analytic tools for describing
the influence of the social and cultural environment on some fixed economic,
administrative, statebuilding, educational, informational and communicative
process. To analyze it we introduce a notion of sociological matrix, based on
the matrix effect. A similar phenomenon of “imprinting”, when the well-known
civil, economic, educational and other institutions under the influence of intro-
duced form from outside obtain a certain type, we call the matrix effect. Typ-
ically, we can observe the becoming and developing the institutions of social,
economic, political and cultural life before they acquire a more or less stable
form. This process is not chaotic and does not take place at somebody wills but
it occurs according to a certain pattern. To explain it, some types of matrixes
will be discussed.

One of them is the “family” pattern. In this case the state and administrative
hierarchy as the part of social organism are modeled just as family subordinate
relations and roles. We could find its implementation, for example, in Eastern
European history. For instance, the Russian Tsar cannot be perceived only as
a supreme leader. This is simply an unacceptable abstraction. He is Tsar-baty-
ushka (Father) and Tsaritsa-matuschka (Mother). The new state was appeared
after Bolshevik’s revolt in 1917. The USSR as a federal state has obtained the
cultural comprehension and sanction of a “united family of “peoples-brothers”.
In this case brothers were different by their age and their position in this family,
i.e. “the oldest brother” or “the youngest brother”. There was even the “Fa-
ther of peoples” (Stalin). Moreover, Stalin was the First Party Secretary and the
Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR as well. But these are for-
mal circumstances. The Western political tradition would not possibly associate
the “Father” with a “leader”, “president” or “functionary” of higher rank. The
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First Party Secretary and the Head of the Government could obtain the cultural
sanction only as “Father” at the given time and in the given country. He was not
elected and discharged as such procedures are simply inapplicable to “Father’s”
status.

So called “family” terminology is still widely used in the practice of inter-
national relations between the former Soviet republics. But its utilization, to my
mind, is not correct. The “family” pattern in social philosophy researches (for
example, in Ukrainian studies) helps us to bring to light the hidden relations of
dominance and submission between nations. These relations preserve the infe-
riority complex — the complex of “the youngest brother”. It prevents a creative
comprehension of other peoples’ values; complexifies the introduction of a mar-
ket economy and development of international relations with other countries
(including the post-communist) based on strategic partnerships.

The “family” pattern is considered as Spengler’s analogy of a certain min-
eral with external traits of other one. It is not at all inevitably, that the role
structure of family in the above given examples has made an imprint on the
face of economic, state and civil institutions. This is rather a result of a certain
conjuncture. A pattern may be a quite another one.

Other matrix’s type — the “ship” pattern — is suggested in A.J. Toynbee’s
A Study of History. He directly links the new type of political system in Ancient
Greece with an overseas migration. It was meant as a ship crew, which was
formed on the base of functional indication and presupposed the new kind of
social connections:

“...polity in the likeness of a ship’s company on an enlarged scale and a
permanent basis: a commonwealth in which the binding element is not commu-
nity of blood but that common obedience to freely chosen leader and common
respect for a freely accepted law which has been called ‘social contract’...”
[Toynbee, 1934, p.94].

It is known, that conception of a firm-family, an organization as community
(Gemeinschaft — F. Tonnies) has taken root in Japanese companies and mode
of thinking. The system of life style, stimuli and sanctions corresponds to this
conception. West companies rather represent associations, built as a ship crew
pattern. As an owner’s institution the firm is economical, legal and administra-
tive one. But this is so to say its official evident structure. Besides it, there is a
deep and latent one, which sometimes is more significant and fundamental.

The matrix influence is deep and variable. The main mass type of social
imagination and cognition, behavior dominants, principles of administrative
institutions construction come into view. The socialization process, the daily
experience transmission, the adoption and assimilation process of other cultural
values take place with the matrix help; the necessary stereotype recreates, prop-
agates and popularizes.
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The matrix effect is general everywhere. Of course, it is not limited by above
mentioned spheres. Its action extends from the labor relations to the canons of
sport competitions and moral imaginations about duty and the justice. In general
there are no restrictions in patterns. Any structure (family hierarchy, ship role,
school organization, games rules, etc.) is able to perform the given functions.
We can speak about the spontaneous matrix effect in the social and cultural
processes. “Ship” and “family” examples belong to the given category. Besides
this, the problem about the instrumental possibilities of the given phenomenon
is very important. It is obvious that the ships were not built or families were not
formed with the only purpose of achieving the necessary forms of polity. An-
other kind of structures with a similar purpose can be used (for example, sport
games at schools or the patterns of communication in the mass media).

Sport is considered as another pattern of the matrix. We have quite wrong
understanding of the fact, why sport is very popular, for example, in England.
The reason is usually perceived in the popularity of healthy mode of life and
the physical training cult ideal. T. Arnold led Rugby public school in 1827 and
was the initiator of school innovations. Sport, to his mind, has become the main
mean of character formation. Since then the sport games in the open air are the
most important constituent part of the educational programs. Just sport, but not
physical education is meant rather to establish co-operative forms of relations
than achieving particular records or simply best results. The idea of “honest
game” is reproduced then as the most important principle of the civil relations.
To some extent the standards of civil interactions are modeled according to the
game’s rules. It is obvious, that the organization of school education in the given
case is evidence in favor of the possible instrumental matrix effect.

It would be more relevant to speak about the specific matrix mode of the
social phenomena researches. Firstly, the processional aspect of things, but not
the static one, is emphasized. In the given case a state, church, political parties,
etc. are represented mainly as the process of arising, reproduction, but not as
static organization.

Secondly, the matrix is a form, but not only a form; it is main type, a pattern
of certain kind of mass activity. The matrix is the symbol of existing institutions
on individual daily level. A ship, a family, a sport in spatial and temporary scale
are perceived proportionally to an individual. They are observed, visualized,
understood in the form of individual living interconnection. The given patterns
as matrixes are the algorithms of interconnection order in the society. The struc-
tures spread to something that is not proportionate, non-visual, and alien. The
project evolves into a certain construction. So, such setting problem opens the
possibilities of integration of sociological theorizing on micro and macro levels.

Thirdly, the sociological matrix can be used for describing multidimension-
al schemes. This utilization is another peculiarity of its examination, because
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such analysis is based on the advantages of correlative mechanisms, but not on
genetic and causal ones. The history of ship building and navigation, family or
sport development is not the state and law history. It is quite another dimension
of people’s social and cultural activities. Why and in what way has the ship
pattern (family or sport patterns) appeared? It’s impossible to understand only
from the history of state institutions. In the given case we have to deal with a
superimposition, but not with generation and determination. At the certain time
and space point two processes evolving in different dimensions (transformation
of social institutions and evolution of social and technological system) have co-
incided. Hence, the analysis of necessity of varied phenomena and constellation
(M. Weber) mechanisms follows.

The application of the sociological matrix to a phenomenon of form creation
in the fixed social and cultural environment has a basic significance and univer-
sal character. For example, A. Toffler, W. Dizard, Teilhard de Chardin and oth-
ers describe the situation in advanced countries created by the wave of change.
They underline, specifically, that a factory pattern as a future model for other
types of institutions will lose its significance. It is suggested that the appropriate
organization of research work should be the premise of problems solution. The
sociological matrix should be used in analysis of the post-communist countries,
where the approbation of administrative algorithm, economic schemes, state
and civil system takes place in the extreme conditions.
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Ipuna Ilpeooopcoka. Marpuunuii edpexkt y couiajabHO-pinocodcbKux
JOCTIiIKeHHAX.

CrarTs mpuCBsiU€HA BH3HAYEHHIO METOJOJIOTIYHOTO 1HCTPYMEHTApPIlo s
BHUBYEHHSI COLIOKYIbTypHUX NporieciB. [I{o6 npoananizyBaTH BIUIUB COLIIOKYJIb-
TYpHOTO CEpeIOBUIIlA HA eKOHOMIYH1, a/IMIHICTPATHUBHI, JePKaBOTBOPYi, OCBIT-
Hi, iH(opMaIiiiHi Ta KOMyHIKaTHBHI TPOLECH, BBOAUTHCS MOHATTSI MATPUIHOTO
e(dexTy, o po3yMIETHCS K «BITOUTOK», B PE3y/IbTaTI SKOTO OCHOBHI MOJTITHY-
Hi, TPOMa/ISHCHKI, €KOHOMIYHI Ta 1HII CTPYKTYpH Ta IHCTUTYTHU MiJ JI€I0 30B-
HIIIHIX BIUIMBIB HA0yBalOTh NeBHOI (hopmu. Tpu Tunmu marpuaHoro edexry (Mo-
neni ciM’1, kopabisl Ta CropTy) MpoaHaji30BaHi K HAWO1IBIT 3arajabHi MOZACITI
couianbHol opranizanii. ColioKyabTypHa MaTpUIld NPE3EHTOBaHA HE TUIBKHU 5K
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dbopma, ane i sk maTepH MEBHOTO TUITY MaCOBOT aKTUBHOCTI, & TAKOXK SIK CHMBOJT
ICHYIOYMX 1HCTUTYTIB Ha 1HAMBITyaJIbHOMY IMOBCAKACHHOMY piBHI. ITokazaHo
METOIOJIOT1YHO-IHCTPYMEHTAIbHE 3HAUEHHSI MAaTPUYHOTO €(eKTy B COLiajb-
HO-(P110COPCHKUX JTOCTITKCHHIX, a TAKOK MOXKJIMBOCTI HOTO BUKOPHUCTAHHS
JUTSL OTTHCY OaraToBUMIpHUX (PEHOMEHIB, TAKUX, HAPUKIIA, K CYCIIIBCTBO.

Knrouoei cnoea: marpudanmii e(pexT, COMIOKYIBTYpHA MaTpPHULIs, CiM’ s, Kopa-
0eIb, CIOPT, MOJIENh, BIIOUTOK, COIIaabHO-(P110CO(PCHKI OCTIKEHHS, COIIIO0-
KyJIBTYPHE CEPEIOBHIIIC.

Hpuna Ilpeooopckaa. Marpuunbiii 3¢ ¢eKkT B couuaibHo-puiaocod-
CKHX MCCJIeI0BAHUAX

Crarbs MOCBAIICHA ONPCACIICHUIO MCTOJOJIOTMYCCKOr0 MHCTPYMCHTAPUA
JUTSL U3YyUEHHUS COITMOKYIIBTYPHBIX MpoIieccoB. UTOOBI nMpoaHaMu3upoBaTh BIIU-
SIHUE COLMOKYJBTYPHOM Cpeibl Ha SKOHOMUYECKHE, TOCYIapCTBEHHO-aIMU-
HUCTpPATUBHLIC, O6pa30BaTeJIBHBIe, I/IH(l)OpMaLII/IOHHBIC N KOMMYHHUKATHUBHBIC
IPOLIECCHI, BBOAMTCSA IMOHATHE MAaTpUYHOro 3¢ ¢exra, MOHUMAIOUIEEC] Kak
«OTIEYaTOK», B pe3yJbTare KOTOPOrO OCHOBHBIE MTOJUTHYECKUE, TPAKIAHCKUE,
OKOHOMHMYECKHUE U JPYrUe CTPYKTYPBl U MHCTUTYTHI IIOJ BIUSIHUEM BHEIIHUX
BO3JICHCTBUIA MPUOOPETAIOT ompeneneHHyr ¢opmy. Tpu THa MaTpuIHOTO
sapdexra (Moxenu ceMbH, KOpabis U CIopTa) MpoaHATU3UPOBaHbI KaK Haubo-
jee oOuMe MoJeNlu couuanbHOM opraHu3anuu. COUOKYIbTYpHas Marpuia
IpeACTaBlIeHa HEe TOJIBKO Kak (opMa, HO M KaK NaTTepH ONPEAEICHHOIO THIa
MacCOBOM aKTMBHOCTH, a TaK)K€ KaK CHMBOJI CYLIECTBYIOLIUX MHCTUTYTOB Ha
WHAMBHUIYyaJIbHOM MOBCEIHEBHOM ypoBHe. [lokazaHo MeTomonornyecko-uH-
CTPYMEHTAJIbHOE 3HaYeHHE MaTpU4IHOro 3(pdekra B counanbHO-GpUIocoPpckux
HUCCICAOBAaHUAX, a4 TAKXKEC BO3MOXHOCTHU €I0 HCIIOJIBb30BaHUA OJIA OIIMCAaHHA
MHOTOMEPHBIX (PEHOMEHOB, TAKUX, HAIIPUMEP, KaK 0OILIECTBO.

Knroueswvie cnosa: MatpudHblil 3 GEKT, COLNOKYIBTYpHas MaTpULia, CEMbs,
KopalJib, CIIOPT, MOJIENb, OTIEYAaTOK, COLUATbHO-(PUI0COPCKUE UCCIIEI0BAHMS,
COLIMOKYJIBTYpHas Cpefia.
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