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GENESIS OF THE MIDDLE CLASS
IN MODERN UKRAINIAN SOCIETY

The genesis of the Ukrainian middle class
takes place in the social systems of closed
type, to which the Russian Empire, the USSR
and Ukraine, as its part, belonged. This model
is connected with unnatural modernization,
lack of succession in the introduction of
capitalism phases, saltatory transformational
changes and “non-communal” environment. In this case, the middle class is
not numerous, anemic, weak, with conflict-triggering potential, whose power is
enough only for initiating modernization reforms and then it chokes with them
and dissolves in the social environment.

The article proposes a philosophical idea of the middle class development
in Ukraine that is based on competition and partnership interactions. It has
been theoretically worked out that the mechanism of the middle class formation
is social harmony as a result of bringing positive potential of attributes of the
optimal competition and partnership interaction as a condition for solving social
contradictions. These attributes include tolerance, dialogue, compromise, and
consensus. Interaction of the vertical of the power (state) and the horizontal
of communications (civil society in the system of social coordinates) enables
practical realization of the mechanism of social harmony.

Keywords: the middle class, civil society, competition, partnership, social
policy, local government.

The modern Ukrainian society is undergoing a transition period and is
characterized by reforms, almost unprecedented in world practice, going in
the following directions: from the “Socialist” formation to the post-industrial
civilization; from communal, material-technological environment to non-
communal; from the closed economic system (distribution and authoritarian
political power) to the open one (free market in economy and democracy in
politics). All this in its turn led to the dominance of a dual institutional system,
including existence of a binary system of values, that is when the values of the
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Soviet period are no longer viable and new market values have not developed
yet.

The situation in the country is unstable and contradictory. Under these
circumstances, it is very difficult to define the priorities and perspectives for
further development, as well as to find such key social groups that can ensure
stability in the society and guarantee constancy of its development. One of these
groups which was identified by the representatives of Western social sciences is
the middle class.

Making a retrospective analysis of the understanding of the middle class
phenomenon in the history of philosophy and social sciences, it should be noted
that the first mentions of the class division of society is found in the works of
ancient philosophers (Plato, Aristotle). Since antiquity the definition “middle
class” has been used for a set of social groups that took an intermediate position
between the classes of society. The Triad, existed in ancient states, the division
of society into the upper classes, lower classes and the middle part still persists
and does not lose its functional essence even now.

Strengthening of the middle sections of the population in the West is obliged
to their industrial society where mass production created mass consumption,
thereby ensuring the improving of living standards of wide strata of the
population. Nowadays, the actual content of the “middle class” as a complex
social formation has undergone significant changes. In today’s societies of the
Western type the middle class consists of both the “old” traditional strata and
the “new strata”. The “old” cover small and medium private proprietors, the
bigger part of peasants and farmers, craftsmen and merchants; the “new” in the
middle class are made up of representatives of mass intelligentsia, including
engineers and technicians, people of liberal professions, skilled workers and
others. The “new” middle class arises due to the information revolution in the
middle and late 20th century. Among the contemporary foreign scientist who
comprehensively analyze the problem of the middle class it should be mentioned
studies by T. Butler (1995), N. Chomsky (1996), L. Corey (1994), R. Darendorf
(1959), K. Davis and W. Moore (2001), K. Eder (1995), R. Erikson (1992),
J. Goldtorpe (1992), G. Esping-Andersen (1993), J.K. Galbraith (1967),
M. Gordon (1951), M. Hout, C. Brooks, J. Manza (1993), P. Hutber (1996),
I. Kraus (1976), D. Lockwood (1995), G. Marshall (1988), C. Mills (1951),
D. Rose (1988), H. Newby (1988), K. Moody (1997), J. Pakulski (1996),
J. Sachs (2005), M. Savage (2000), T. Veblen (1971), E. Wright (1996). An
important achievement in understanding the middle class in Western society
was the development of the concept of the “service class”. This term is used to
denote a distinction between the most influential representatives of the middle
class and less influential non-manual workers. In this sense, a significant role
of the intelligentsia as part of the middle class is stressed (see for example the
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work by M. Savage, 2000), which is specified in the definition of “black-coated
worker” of D. Lockwood (D. Lockwood 1989).

According to some researchers (Z. Golenkova, E. Igithanyan 2002), in the
society of a transition period there appears a new class of “hired workers”,
the main parameters of which coincide with the ones of the “service class” in
modern Western society.

The researchers in the post-Soviet space have two basic approaches to
the problems of the middle class. Representatives of the first approach, using
different ways of reasoning, argue that this class does not exist in the society
of a transition period (A. Avtonomov 2000, G. Diligenskyi 2002, V. Radayev
2000 and others). Supporters of the second approach acknowledge its existence,
but note the initial stage of its formation or its incomplete formation. Meaning
its amorphous and unstable community, instead of the term “middle class™ it is
used the term “middle strata” — it is the same diverse groups that fill the social
space between the elites, “the rich”, on the one hand, and the poor underclass,
“social bottom” — on the other (A. Zdravomyslov 1999, T. Zaslavskaya 2005,
O. Shkaratan 2006 and others).

On the whole, over the past two decades, the middle-class phenomenon
has been studied in many works of scientists of our country. The processes
of stratification and social relations in contemporary Ukrainian society are
considered (V. Bakirov, S. Brodska, V. Vorona, E. Golovakha, N. Kovalisko,
A. Kutsenko, M. Makeiev, S. Oksamytna, A.Ruchka, A.Khyzhniak,
Y. Yakovenko and others). The social problems of the middle class establishment
in Ukraine are highlighted (V. Burega, L. Byzov, V. Hrytsaniuk, V. Kozma,
I. Kiianka, V. Riabika, H. Svita, O. Symonchuk and others). Economic factors
of social class stratification in modern Ukraine are analyzed (V. Bobyl,
N. Boretska, V. Vasilchenko, N. Karpachova, E. Libanova, N. Lysiuk,
T. Luchko, N. Navrotska, V. Paniotto, A. Popova, L. Shchetynina and others).
The current trends of the middle class development in the economic sphere
of the Ukrainian society are studied (A. Baranovskyi, I. Bondar, E. Bugaienko,
V. Bidak, A. Halchynskyi, V. Geiets, M. Huts, T. Kirian, N. Kovaleva, V. Lych,
V. Mandybura, G. Mieshchaninova, N. Sitnikova, A. Savchenko, A. Savvov,
O. Sologub, M. Shapoval, G. Yaroshenko, A.Yaremenko and others). A
characteristic feature of these studies is their limitation to purely sociological
and / or economic spheres without socio-philosophical analysis of the middle
class in the society of a transition period, including modern Ukraine. It is the
issue that this study is focused on.

In western society a general model of the middle class genesis is as follows.
The formation of the quintessential middle class goes simultaneously with the
emergence of commodity production and develops in the industrial society on
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the basis of the labor private property (T. Butler 1995; L. Corey 1994; P. Hutber
1996; D. Lockwood 1995; C. Mills 1951).

The genesis of the information society generates qualitative transformations
of the middle class and preconditions for changes of the genetic basis of its
transformation are science, knowledge and information which are the key
factors of the social production system.

The “new” middle class in the society grounds on the intellectual capital
which is an integral part of the human capital, and as a result, inalienable
property.

It should be emphasized that changes of the fundamentals of the world order
favor such general contradictory world tendencies as transition from technocratic
civilization to the information one. As a result that leads to globalization and
fragmentation of the social world structure and the structure of the population
(manufactures) and, at the same time, it leads to the formation of the information
unity of the social world and appearing of new subjects as knowledge bearers.

Globalization, genesis of information society and formation of the global
civil society, and transnational capitalist class create a few processes peculiar
for modern Europe. Firstly, it is transition of the European community from
technocratic society and trade oriented economy to the knowledge society and
informational economy, which requires European identity (in accordance with
the Lisboan Treaty (2000). Secondly, it is formation of a new main section of
the population on the basis of the bearers of intellectual property and movers of
the intellectual production.

All these and some other mega tendencies of the modern world development
raise the problem of an increasing competitiveness of the countries which are
experiencing social transformations and/or escalation of social contradictions,
problems and obstacles. One of these obstacles for further development of the
Ukrainian society is, on the one hand, lack of the well-established and nationally-
responsible ruling elite and shifting of some of its part from the national to
the globalistic position, on the other hand — massive impoverishment of the
population that leads to the proliferation of the lower class burdened with the
problems of satisfying their vital needs.

Between these two poles, with the lack of the Government support, quite a
specific Ukrainian middle class is formed. Its contradictory constituent parts are
not only bearers of the traditional commodity production and owners of material
resources, but emerging elements of the intellectual origins as well.

The formation of the modern Ukrainian middle class has been influenced by
the whole accumulated history of the transformation breakthroughs in Ukraine
(Aleksandrova, 2008).

They are:
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1. Specific features of capitalism. Western capitalism was established due to
five necessary factors combined in one historical spot: the cult of the inviolability
of private property, the independence of the upper bourgeoisie, maturity of the
urban middle strata, secularized science and a special type of religion. Ukraine
never had anything of this kind. Moreover, market relations in Ukraine were
always introduced by the bureaucracy.

2. Unnatural modernization, that is initiated “from the top” (economy,
politics) but not “from the lower part” (culture). The principles of “modernity”
cannot be comprehended by the overwhelming majority of the population, that
i1s why they do not receive an adequate social support.

3. The dominance of the public sector of the economy over the private one.

4. Lack of free wage-labor.

5. Over-exploitation of workers as the basic feature of the economy up to the
90s of the 20th century.

6. “Non-market” way of thinking of the majority of the population.

7. Peculiar features of the candidates that can be considered the subjects of
the middle class (nobility was the first to be proposed).

8. The undulating nature of the civil society formation and the development
of the middle class throughout the Ukrainian history, beginning with the period
of Kyivan Rus’ and up to the present day.

This model of the middle class genesis, unlike the Western classic middle
class, can be found in the social systems of a closed type, to which the Russian
Empire, the USSR and Ukraine, as its part, belonged. This model is connected
with unnatural modernization, lack of succession in the introduction of capitalism
phases, saltatory transformational changes and “non-communal” environment in
general. In this case, the middle class is not numerous, anemic, weak, with conflict-
triggering potential, whose power is enough only for initiating modernization
reforms, and then it chokes with them and dissolves in the social environment.
Just this very model of the middle class formation is typical for modern Ukraine.

The factors influencing the middle class formation in the Ukrainian
transitional society are:

1) resource pre-condition that contains potential sources of recruiting into the
middle class and consists of: existing in the social structure of the soviet society
mass social strata, that had a number of significant professional-qualification
and value features of the middle class; mass social strata that appeared in the
reformation process and may be related to the middle class according to certain
features connected with their occupations;

2) motivation pre-condition which represents social groups that pretend to
a certain social — economic status and have motivation to get it; social groups
that lack relevant motivation at a definite moment, having a number of resources
though;
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3) ideological pre-condition that covers a number of sociocultural factors that
make an integrating ideological frame. Exactly these pre-conditions determine
the sources and relevant factors of the middle class formation.

Thus, determining the status and prospects for the development of the middle
class in the modern Ukrainian society, we will outline the factors that impede its
genesis. These factors cause certain problems in the middle class formation and,
at the time, are its constituent parts (Aleksandrova, 2008).

— Theoretical and methodological factors: neglecting and oblivion of
Marxism statement about the unity and conformity of the productive forces and
productive relations affected the views of the modern economic science, which
was the theoretical and methodological basis for the certain market reforms.

— Social and economic factors: the action of big foreign capital;
concentration of the domestic (within the country) substantial financial capital
genetically linked to the government; preserving a significant governmental
regulation in the economy (with non-limited big capital); increase in the share
of the government social expenditures to support the quantitatively growing
lower strata, lacking economic policies directed to the formation and support
of the middle strata of the population; migration processes (Ukrainians going
abroad); low labor (and social) mobility on the labor market; peculiarities of the
land reform policies; reduction of the rural working population; wide-spread
poverty of the population; informal economy and informal relationships.

— Social and political factors: domination of the bureaucracy as society’s
counteragent; social irresponsibility of the ruling elite; lack of a social structure
that forms the integrity of the society; government’s targeting the interests of
the upper strata of the society and entrepreneurship; an extremely low level of
the demand for legal and legitimate channels for defending private interests; the
specifics of the civil identity in the modern Ukrainian society; limited vertical
mobility; a peculiar feature of the social capital as a condition for the middle
class formation; lack of consensus within the ruling elite and the majority of the
population as regards national interests of the country.

— Cultural factors: there are no explicit signs of the formation of the
middle class group identity and their values; mutual inadequacy in expectations
of the behavior of entrepreneurs and wage workers; lack of competition and
partnership culture in the transitional society; moral anomie of some parts of the
government structures and representatives of the business.

There is no doubt that the task of getting out of the system crisis, which the
country is experiencing now, cannot have ready solutions, either taken from
her past or from foreign countries’ experience, and cannot be transferred to the
future since the social system is at the bifurcation point.

On the whole, we should note the following fact. Since the economic
development in the Ukrainian society is based on the benefits of the industrial
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society and social stratification is going according to the welfare standards
only, the middle class formation must go in accordance with the classic criteria,
features and principles. At the same time, it is necessary to take into consideration
peculiarities of the nature and typical features of the middle class in the process
of its originating, and also prospective functions and tasks of the middle class
implied by the strategic aims of the transformation.

Besides, taking into consideration the genetic-historical level of the
Ukrainian society development, it should be noted Ukrainian’s disposition
towards consensus interaction while solving social contradictions, which is the
substratum for making the mechanism of the middle class formation on the
basis of social harmony (Aleksandrova, 2009).

At the same time, engaging of the western countries’ experience allows
to determine the steps of practical implementation of the abovementioned
mechanism through cooperation of the state with the civil society and gradual
transition to realisation of the principles and methods of the local government
in social processes.

So, we can offer a philosophical idea of the middle class development
that is based on competition and partnership interactions. The mechanism of
optimization of the middle class formation is social harmony as a result of
bringing positive potential of attributes of the optimal interaction of competition
and partnership as a condition of solving social contradictions. These attributes
include tolerance, dialogue and compromise (Aleksandrova, 2011).

Interaction of the vertical of the power (state) and the horizontal of
communications (civil society in the system of social coordinates) enables
practical realization of the mechanism of social harmony.

Implementation of effective social policies by the state vertical with the aim
of providing niches for further development of the middle class through the local
governmental institutions allows us to consider the middle class not only as a
theoretical model, but as empirical reality as well, since it is extremely difficult to
ensure the constancy and stability of the Ukrainian society without it.
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Anexcanoposea Onena. I'eHe3a cepeIHBOr0 KJAaCy B CYy4YacCHOMY
YKPAiHCBKOMY CYCHiJILCTBI

['eHe3a yKpalHCHKOTO CEpeAHBOTO KJacy, Ha BIAMIHY BiJI CEPEIHBOTO
KJIaCy KJIACUYHOTO 3aXiJHOTO 3pa3Ka, BiAOYBAaeThCS B COIIAIILHUX CHCTEMax
3aKPHUTOTO THITY, 110 SIKUX Hasexkana Pociiiceka immiepis, a motim CPCP, B ckimazi
sKoro nepedyBana Ykpaina. Bin 1moB’s3aHuil 3 HEOPraHiuHOIO MOJIEPHI3AIII€TO,
BIJICYTHICTIO HACTYITHOCT1Y BIPOBAa ’KEHHI (pa3 KariTasizmy, CTpHOKONOIIOHICTIO
TpaHcpopMaIiiHUX 3MiH, «HEKOMYHAJIbHMM)» CEpPEIOBUIIEM Yy IIIOMY.
B 1mpomy BuManmky cepemHid Kiac HEYUCICHHHWH, aHEMIUYHWN, CIIA0KHiA,
HAUIEHUH KOH(IIKTOTeHHUM TMOTEHI[1aJIOM, MOXJIHBOCTEH SIKOTO BHCTAYa€e
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JUTS 1HILIFOBaHHS MOJIEpHI3aliiHUX pedopM, Bif Aii AKUX BIH 1 3aXIIMHAETHCS,
PO3YMHSAIOYHCH Y COLIaIbHOMY IPOCTOPI.

3anponoHoBaHa (piocodchKa ifiest PO3BUTKY CEPEAHbOrO KJ1acy Ha OCHOBI
B3a€MO/I1i KOHKYPEHIIii 1 mapTHepcTBa. MexaHi3MOM ONTUMI3allli CTAHOBJICHHS
CEpEeAHbOTrO KJIACy € colliajbHa 3J1aroja sk pe3yJbTaT 3a1y4eHHs NO3UTHBHOTO
NOTEHIay aTpuOyTiB ONTUMAJIbHOI B3a€MOJil KOHKYpEHLIi 1 mapTHEepCTBa
K YMOBHM BHpIIIEHHSI CYCNUIbHUX MpoTupid. Jlo nmx arpuOyTiB HajiexaTh
TOJIEPAHTHICTH, JA1aJIOT, KOMIPOMIC, KOHCEHCYC. B3aemomnis BepTHKali Biagu
(mepxaBW) ¥ TOPU3OHTANl KOMYHIKaliii (IPOMaASHCHKOTO CYCIIbCTBA
B CHUCTEMI CYCHUIbHMX KOOPJIMHAT) CIpHUs€ MPAKTHUUHINA peaizalii MexaHi3My
CYCHUIBHOT 371ar0/TH.

Knrwowuosi cnosa: cepeoniii kiac, 2pomMacaucbke CycnilbCmeo, KOHKYPeHyis,
napmuepcmeo, coyianbHa NONIMUKA, Micyese Camo8ps0yEanHsi.

Anekcanopoea Enena. T'eHe3uc cpeaHero kJjacca B COBPeMEHHOM
YKPAHHCKOM 00111ecTBe

I'ene3nc ykpauHCKOro CpeaHEero Kjacca, B OTIMYME OT CPEIHEro Kiacca
KJIACCUYECKOTO 3amaJHoro o0pasiia, MPOUCXOJUT B COIMAIBHBIX CHCTEMax
3aKpBITOTO THIMA, K KOTOPBIM IpHHaAsIekana Poccuiickasd uMmnepus, a 3areMm
CCCP, B cocTaBe KOTOpOro Haxoauaach YkpauHa. OH CBsI3aH C HEOPraHU4eCKOM
MOJICPHH3AINCH, OTCYTCTBHEM NPEEMCTBEHHOCTH B peanm3amuu (a3
KaluTalau3Ma, CKadyKoOoOpa3HOCThIO  TpaHC(POPMAIMOHHBIX  W3MEHEHUH,
«HEKOMMYHAJIBHOW» Cpefaol B LenoM. B 3Tom cilyyae cCpemHuil Kiace
HEMHOTOYMCIICHHBIN, aHEeMHUYHBIN, Cl1a0bli, HaJeICeHHBIM KOH(IUKTOTCHHBIM
MOTEHIIMAJIOM, BO3MOXXHOCTEM KOTOPOrO JOCTAaTOYHO [JIsi MHULMMPOBAHUSA
MOJIEPHU3AIMOHHBIX pedopM, OT NEHCTBUS KOTOPBHIX OH M 3axXJieObIBaeTCH,
pacTBOPSISCH B COIMATILHOM MPOCTPAHCTBE.

[Tpennoxxena ¢umocodcekas uaes pa3BUTHS CPEIHETO Kilacca Ha OCHOBE
B3aUMOJICHCTBUSI KOHKYPEHIIMM W TMapTHEpPCTBAa. MeXaHU3MOM ONTHUMHU3ALUU
CTaHOBJICHUS CPEHETO Kjlacca SBISICTCS COLMAIbHOE COTIaCHe KaK Pe3ysIbTar
NPUBICUYCHUS TIOJIOKHUTEILHOTO TOTEHIMaNa aTpuOyTOB  ONTUMAIbHOTO
B3aUMOJICHCTBUSl KOHKYPEHIIMM U MapTHEPCTBA KaK YCJIOBHUS PEIICHUS
001ecTBeHHBIX TPOTHBOpeunid. K aTM arpnbyTaM OTHOCSITCSI TOJIEPAHTHOCTb,
JIMAJIOT, KOMIIPOMHUCC, KOHCEHCyC. B3amMonelcTBue BEpTHUKaIU BIACTH
(rocymapcTBa) M TOPU30HTAIM KOMMYHHMKAlUMWA (TpakIaHCKOTO OOIIecTBa
B CHCTEeME OOIIECTBEHHBIX KOOPJMHAT) CIOCOOCTBYET TMPAKTHYECKOM
peanu3aii MeXaHu3Ma OOIIECTBEHHOTO COTNIACHsI.

Knroueevle cnosa: cpeonutl knacc, 2paircoanckoe oouecmeo, KOHKYpeHYus,
NapmHepcmeo, CoyuanrbHas NOIUMUKA, MECMHOe CAMOYnpasieHue.
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